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Tradegy of Timoleon; &c. 


"IS 


Dran Crrrzs, - | | 
s Friendſhip overlooks all Diffi- 


5 have comply d with both your 
= Requeſts, of ſeeing Timoleon 
QC ated, and giving you my Opi- 


firſt, my juſt Admiration of ſome late Au- 
thors has left me little reliſh for the prefent 
Entertainments of the Theatre ; and as to the 
ſecond, I have too much Good-will for all 
who make it their endeayour to 125 not 


wn ad 


culties to teſtify its Sincerity, I 


nion of it: though as to the 


| to 
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to feel a kind of Regret in detecting thoſe 


Errors, which, perhaps, thro' haſte, or want 


a ſufficient acquainrance with the Drama, 
ave rendred them widely diſtant from the 


muſt confeſs myſelf infinitely charm'd 


with the Prologue, not only when I heard 
it ſpoke by Mr. Wilke, but likewiſe, when, 
ſtript of thoſe Advantages which Action gives, 
it had paſs d the Teſt of my private and moſt 


ſtrict Examination. He begins with a fine, 
and tos juſt Satire on the ptefent Depravity 
of Taſte, only to be plcasd with Panto- 
mimes, or ſomething equally out of Nature, 
and as little conducive to the End for which 
the Drama as tilt inſtituted, and for which 
alone it ought to be encouraged? Thence he 


proceeds to the Praiſe of Liberty, and that 
furniſhes him with the occaſion of mention- 


ing thoſe Heroes, to whom we are indebted 
for ſo incſtimable a Jewel. . To this I muſt 


«4 . "I 5 Irin e » | 
add, that the Sen/e is no where maim d, ot 


. 


wreſtcd for the lake of the Ex 


does. the Expreſſion fink beneath the Dignity 
of the Senſe, but both agree in that admira- 


ble Unanimity, which ſhews the Author, who- | 


ever he is, poſſeſs'd of the true Spixit of Poetry. 


I began to flatter myſelf, from this encel. 
lent Prologue, that I ſhou'd once more ſee, 
what a very judicious Gentleman of my Ac- 


quaintance ſays is rather to be wiſt/d than 
hoped for in th 


did 


3 7 


eee ER. 


p r effion 3 nor 4 [ 


is Age, a perfect Play: nor 


(/3,)) 


did I alter my, Opinion the whole firſt Scene. 
9755 agoras, the Chief Ptieſt of apiter, and 
ſchylus, a noble Corinthian, open it; and 
in a ry Lines diſcover. to the Audien, 1 the 
Miſeries to which their Country, is reduc'd b 
the Uſurpation and Tyranny of Timophanes. 
Dinarchus, Who enters to them, heightens 


the Deſcription by 4 very natural and, moy- 


ng Narrative of the Death of Phil. us, and 


Diſtreſs of. Cleont ; and by the Queſtions and 


Anſwers mutually. interchanged between them 
three, we are let into the Characters and De- 
| ſig gns of moſt of the chief Perſons. brought af. 
terwards on the Stage. This Scene is well 
conducted, includes à great many fine Lines, 
and very few that are exceptionable. ht 

I coud wiſh I had the ſame Accgunt to 
give you of the ſucceeding ones; bur alas! 

the Aer of the Entertainment is over: 

our 

and all thoſe towring xpectations he had 


rais d, fall with his Muſe. Timophanes en- 
ters, and indeed maintains, in his Diſcourſe 


with Lycander, the Character has been given 
him, of inſolent in ill got Power, cruel and 
luxurious; but when the unhappy Cleone makes 


her appearance to ſo little purpoſe, as to lic 
down and hear a Song, it very much leſſens 


the Idea we had conceiv'd of her Misfortunes; 
and by the bye, Iwou'd fain know for what 
_ reaſon the Author introduced that Song? If 
in compliance with 5 Humour of the W 

2 e 


uthor already ſtoops from his Height; 
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ley 


he is to be forgiven 3 ; but not the Friend who 
ſupplied him with it: Becauſe if there muſt of 
neceſſity be a Song, it ſhou d, methinks, have 
been ſuch a one as might have inſpired in the 
ſoft Boſom of the Liſtner, thoſe Deſires which 
were for the Intereſt of Timophanes's Paſſion, 
who, we muſt ſuppoſe, was the Perſon that 
gave the Entertainment 3 the Lady being a 
Priloner in his Palace alone, without ſo much 
as one favourite Woman or Confidant, Who 
elſe we might have imagin'd had indulg'd her 
Sorrows by this poetical Repetition of the 
Cauſe of them. But let that paſs, who wou'd 
not expect that a Virgin, bred in the ſtricteſt | 
Principles of Virtue, and in the moſt perfect 
Love and Obedience to a Father, finding her- 
ſelf forc'd from his Protection, and in the 
power of a Man, whom ſhe knew had the | 
baſeſt Deſign on her Honour; who wou'd not, 
I fay, expe ſhe ſhou'd make uſe of this Op- 
| portunity, cither to upbraid his Cruelty, or 
endeavour to ſooth him to Remorſe? But this 
Objection may be anſwered, that her Soul 
was too gentle for the one, and too haughty 
for the other. 'Tis poſſible; yer ſince her 
| Buſineſs then was only to think or ſpeak in 
ſuch a manner, that We cannot gueſs what 
f be rhinks, in my Judgment her Preſence this 
Scene might have been ſpared. _ 

After Per removal, Timophanes reſumes 
his political Converſation, with Lycander, in 
which the Murder of Timoleon is reſoly d; but 
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in what manner it is intended to be perpe; 
trated, we are left in the dark: and this, with 


| a thread-bare Simile of the Eagle and the Sun, 


ERTACS SO EEIEE 
The firſt Scene of the ſecond AR, is yet 


worſe than the laſt of the firſt : it begins with 


Euneſia, who, in imitation of Mr. Drydens 


Palmyra, is bidding the Hours fly ſwift to bring 
her Lover, but with much more Succefs ; for 
poor Palmyra languiſh'd a long time for her 
abſent Leonidas, whereas Euneſia had but 
time to wiſh, and ſtrait a Servant informs her 
a Stranger is arrivd, whom ſhe knows to be 


Timoleon before ſhe ſees him: by Inſtinct, we 


muſt ſuppoſe; for he has not given the leaſt 
Notice of his coming to any one Perſon in 
the Play. But as what we earneſtly wiſh, we 
naturally Hope; tis probable, the Strength of 
Imagination might go a great way towards 
this interior Intelligence. IWould be well 
for the Author, if we cou'd as eaſily reconcile 


to Reaſon, how Timoleon came to be ſo igno- 


rant of the State of Corinth, as not to know 
ſhe was under Arbitrary Power; that his Bro- 
ther had uſurped the Sovereign Sway; Cir- | 
_ © cumſtances, which twas impoſſible to. conceal 
from thoſe leaſt intereſted in them. He was 
at the time of his Brother's Aſſumption, on a 
Treaty with the Argians, 'commiſſion'd by 


the Senate for that purpofe: were his Inſtruc- 


tions ſo full at ſetting out, or did the Enemy 
ſo immediately accede to his Propoſals, as to 


ſtand 


($) 
ſtand in need of no Couriers to paſs between 
him and Corinth during that Negotiation ? or 
cou'd none. of the Patriots of their Country, 
who look'd on him as her only Hope, find the 
means of conveying to his Ears the Hiſtory of 
her Diſtreſs? Was the Paſlion of Euneſia con- 


fin'd to her Heart and Tongue, that ſhe for- 


bore communicating her Mind by Letter? Bur 
we are told, the Cunning of Timophanes try'd 
all ways to intercept Timaleon's Knowledge of 


| his Actions. Is then the Subverſion of a 


State ſo flight a matter, that nei ighbouring 
Nations talk not of it? Are the 1 5 of 
private Families  reveal'd and cenſur d, yet 
thoſe of a Common- wealth known only to 
themſelves? Incongruous! Inconſiſtent With 


common Senſe, and every day's Experience! 


Beſides, 1 can find no Motive which, cou'd in- 
duce the Author.to be guilty of an Abſardiry 
groſs, o obvious to the meaneſt Capacity: 
ny Improbabilities are ſometimes excus'd, 
tho they can never be allow d, when they 
give room for ſome beautiful Incident, Which 
cou d no otherwiſe be. brought about; ; but 
here i it is ſo far from adding to the Scene, 
that it draws with it R wn Fault, that is, 
of laying, Euneſia under the Neceſlity of 
repeating hat we, have already been told in 
the Beginning of the Play by Dinarchus, in 
-A more agrecable and pathetick Manner. 
Beſides, tis evident, that the Author made 


2 Lol thus ce of the Affairs of ah, | 
| int 
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| rinth, meerly to pleaſe ſome Caprice of his 
| own; it being as contrary to the Account we 
have in Hiſtory, as it is to Reaſon. This we 
need go no farther to prove, than a little Pam- 
phlet lately publiſh'd, entitled, Some Account 


of the Life and Charatter. 'of Timoleon; 


which ſays, that Timophanes had caufd him. 
ſelf to be proclaimed my before the 7 
War. | 
© The ſecond Scene begins with <Aiſthylas; 3 
who finding Dinarchus ſleeping on his Coupes, 
_ den into this Exclamation : 63 


ce How gentle is his Sleep! —ſuch 1 is 


8 The Sleep of Innocence in Youth or Age. 


He has no ſooner ſpoke theſe Lines, than the 
Author, as if to give him the Lye, makes 


Dinarchus ſtart from that Gentle Sleep, and 
wake in the utmoſt Horror and Agony of Soul : 

He talks wildly for a while, then gives an ac- 
count of a long and terrible Dream. I Was 
ſorry to ſee ſo palpable, yet ſo eaſily reQified 
a Miſtake eſcape the Pen of any Gentleman, 
who pretends. to write; ſince either the 
lengthning &/#/#hylus's Soliloquy, or ſhort. 
ning Dinarchus's Dream, wou'd have remov'd 
all Objection, as to the firſt part of this Scene. 
A little farther, we find another Soleciſm df 


much the ſame nature, and muſt without 


doubt be owing, as the former „only to Neglect; 


which is, that, when a Letter is brought to 
Dinarchus, Eſchylus cries out immedi- 


arcly: : po 2 


( 3 
. Oo Haas wa his Years to ſtand chi 
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that it contain d any thing which might ſhock 
him, is a Query, that the Poet has left unan- 
Mer d? And this brings us alſo to reflect, by 
whom, and for what intent that Letter was 
ſent? If from a Friend, and in order that he 
might avoid the threatned Storm, ſome No- 


tice, methinks, ought to have been taken of 


it; and certainly we cannot ſuppoſe it came 
from Timophanes: Kings give no warning of 
the Puniſhments they really deſign ro put in 


execution, and the Officers and Guards, who 
immediately enter, prove he was ſufficiently 


in carneſt. Eungſia alſo; here acts a part alto- 
gether unbecoming her Character of filial Piety: 
When ſhe beholds her aged Father ſinking be- 


neath the Burthen of his Griefs, looking on 


himſelf as utterly, undone, yet trembling more 
for her Misfortunes than his own ; wou'd it 
not have been her Duty to have apply'd a 
Cordial to his almoſt expiting Soul? Ought 
ſhe not to have inform d him of the Arrival 
of Timoleon, and the- Aſſurance he had given 
her of devoting himſelf to the Service of his 


Country, and her injur'd Laws? Was there 
not every thing to be expected from that Pro- 
miſe, and the Power he had of accompliſhing 
it? In vain, the Author imagines he ſupports 


her Character by making hee tell him, ſhe'll 
— © Study 


Study new ways to divert his Cares 
While ſhe neglects to inform him of the 
only thing wou'd do it. But, perhaps you 
will ſay, Dinarchus was by this time ac- 
quaitited that Timoleon was in Corinth: if fo, 
the Deſpair they all of them at preſent ex- 
preſs, is an unpardonable Injury to the Merits 
of that Hero, and a manifeſt Contradiction to 
the Hopes and Expectations they had con- 

ceiv'd on. bis Attival. CAP Fg henna 

The Sceties again are drawn, which, by the 
way; is the third Time they have been ſo 
_ this Ac; and we are preſented with that 

Auguſt Afembly, the Senate, who, methinks, 


wou'd have done well to have given us a 
clearer inſight into their Sentiments concern- 
ing Timophanes, and that great Affair they 
were that Day met for the Deciſion of, be- 
fore the Harangue of Timoleon determin'd 
them int favour of Liberty and a Common- 


7 
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Wealth. The Arguments he makes uſe on 
F to difluade them from confirming Timophanes 
in the Title and Authority of King, are de- 
liverd in a Mariner worthy of the Cauſe he 
pleads; but I cannot help being of Opinion, 
that he omits a very forcible one; which is, 
that, beſide being ſubjected to the Power of 
one Man, they muſt, according to all proba- 
bility, be alſo fubſervient to a Band of four 
hundred Foreign Soldiers, by whom Times 
phanes had acquired the name of King; by 
Ge SG hom 
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whom he cou'd hope chiefly to be ſupported 
in it, and therefore whom it would be al- 
moſt unavoidable for him not to encourage 

in whatever Demands. they ſhou'd make: but 
tis likely there might be good Reaſons for 
this Omiſſion ; 1. ſhall therefore ſay, no more, 
of it, and: conclude my Remarks on this Scene, 
which ends the Act, and is indeed the leaſt 
faulty in it. LE 
By 11 firſt Scene of the third Ad, ſhews us 
Dinarchus in Priſon. © There is ſomething 
poetical and agreeable enough in the Soliloquy 
he makes, as to the Diction; but he ſtill ſeems. 
depriv d of all Hope, Which I think confirms 
my former Conjecture, that he neither knew 
of Timoleon's coming, not expected him ſoon. 
A Meſſenger is ſent from Lycander with Of. 
fers of his Life and Liberty, on Condition he 
will deliver up Euneſia; but whether the Paſ-, 
ſion of that Favourite of Timophanes tends 
to Marriage, or otherwiſe, we can only gu els. 
by the exceſſive Rage the Father falls into. 
Perhaps he knew Lycander was already mar- 

ried, and cou d have no Deſigns on his Daugh- 
ter that were honourable ; elſe, however averſe 
he might be to his Principles, and to making 
an Alliance with him, twas too müch to call 
for Torments, Plagues, Furies, and, Thunder 
to burſt with ruin on him, merely for being 
in Love, and offering every thing in His power 
for the Attainment of the beloved, Object: F 
| but as we after ward find his Aim was, vile,. 
* 


\ T4 I 30 
ED t had been ſome little cafe to our Curioſi ity 
to perceive Dinarchus had cauſe, to know it 
to' be ſo; and that he ſaid no more than any 
Father, who was a virtuous Man, would have 
ſaid in the like provoking Circumſtance. The 
old Man having vented his Rage on the Meſ- 
ſenger of Lycander, is accoſted by his Daugh- 
ter Euneſia, who is permitted to viſit him 
by the Good-nature of the Jaylor, and there 
enſues between them a ſhort Scene, but mov- 
ing enough, and faultleſs in the Conduct, 
except in one Line, where Dinarchus tells 
her, Lycander has threatned Force, which 
indeed we can no where gather from what 
the Meſſenger inform d him: but I fuppoſe 
the Author, intending the Attempt of ra- 
viſhing her in the fifth Act, forgot to put 
any Words into his Mouth, which ſhou d 
give either Dinarchus, or the Audience room 
to gueſs any ſuch thing was meant. To 
prevent that Force he talks of, he goes to 
fetch*a Dagger. On which, Eunefia, not 
altogether reſigned, again wiſhes for Timo- 
leon, who at that Inſtant enters: See the 
Sympathy of Love! After ſome few mutual 
Endearments, the old Man returns, and the 
remaining part of the Scene is work'd up 
with 'a"great- deal of Eaſe and Nature. 
' Timophanes and Lycander begin” the ſe- 
cond Scene with a Regret to find Timoleon 
has entered Corinth, and the Reception he 
we” met from all he: Brave and Virtuons ; 
7. „ | - 


A {Kings Palace, in hg: kd for had 


420 
bur. mention not a. n of hol Diſap- 


pointment in his intended Murder, 24 


Was ſo firmly reſolv d in the laſt Scene of 
the firſt Act. Aer ſome few Menaces, which 
we cannot well comprehend the Meaning of, 
they both Widder Means e this 


Rant: 


*. Loud have burnt the Senate, and have 


eee 
on Thar Fire to Ane! me 10 . Throne. 
% The Cowards!' - | 
wy But they-ſhall feel my Wrath—This dt] 
Ry ec Excander. $5105! 26: 


Tis. Ahoy the Author imitated the tag WI 
tings, of Mr. Lee, in the two firſt Lines oi 
this > mr ; but in the other, I ſhou d 


haye been at a loſs to know. whether he had 


ſom 18 0 in his Head to make the Senate 

el his Wrath, or whether he apprehended 
they. might not have ſome way. te plague 
him HG. yet; if ſecing the two Talkers 
Walk off the Stage, and after wardz the Word 
wy in cs printed Play, had nor inform d 
me, Z. 7 anes meant only 1 this Way”, 
28 the Walk be thought moſt. pleaſant in 


Garden, and therefore choſe to amuſe 
Hanbelk in it. As he goes off the Stage, Olin- 
the and « A/chylus. come in with drawn 
Swords. It was no difficult thing, 1 per- 
cee, to enter the moſt private Recefles of 
there 
been 


= 


1 


inn. 


i TEM any Guards or Attendants at * Aves 
nues, they cow'd never have paſs d unque- 
ſtion d, eſpecially thus armd for Vengeance, 
Timoleon's timely Appearance alone preſerves 
his Brother, and ſuſpends the Fury, which 
had decreed his Death. The following Scene 
between him and Timophanes, ſeems to have 

| ſomething of that Energy, with which the 
Play begun; but Liberty is ſo copious and 
= glorious a Theme, that it cannot fail inſpi⸗ 

king all who treat on it with ſublime Senth 
ments. ...: 

Madam Cleone, whom we "have 1oſt ſight 
of ſince the firſt Act, begins the fourth. By 
the Diſorder of her Dreſs, we have room to 
imagine fome foul Play has been offer d her, 
though the Poet's Modeſty wou'd not ſuffer 
her to make any mention whether her Vio- 
lation had been accompliſhed, or only attempt- 
ed by the Tyrant. To her Oliusbus enters 
in diſguiſc; I ſuppoſe to give Timophanes an 
Opportunity of raking away his Life, and 
X deftroying all the Remains of the miſerable 
XF @©iliftus: for he has no other Buſineſs in 
this Scene, nor indeed in the whole Play; 
his Character being no way conducive to 
carrying on the Plot. His Deſign appears ta 
be the killing, of the King; why then does 
he not do it, or at leaſt attempt it ? they Were 
but Man to Man, and, methinks, it would 
better have become the Violence of his Rage 
P m run upon him at once, than to have 

We 


cn) 


provok'd bim by Upbraidings to call in At- 


tendants to his affiſtance, and turn on him- 


ſelf the Miſchief he defign'd for the other; 
enjoying only the Woman's Comfort, railing. 


In fine, all the Buſineſs I can find in this Scene, 


is to let us darkly into the Knowledge that A 


Timophanes has triumph'd over the Honour 
of Clzone. Let us go on then to the next, 
which is begun by the im tiſon d Dinarchus, 
with a Soliloquy. As there is no great mat- 
ter in the firſt four Lines, *T-ſhall paſs them 
oycr in ſilence ; but I cannot do fo by the 


others. Queſtioning with himſelf what dy. 


ing is, he Jays, | oY 


-* it to,quir our Thought 4-— Oh! if 
= 4 it 16. 
8 ff Ti is Bliſs ſufficient, when each Thought 8 


Stn 66: A Pain. 
6. Why: then ſhow's Momals bert chus at 


2 Death? 

* Gloomy indes at or firſt View it iaks-: 
. But, enter d once, it opens to new Scenes 
Of Joys untaſted, unimagined Pleaſures.” 


Having tranſcribed the Author's own Words, 


it will be needleſs I ſhould trouble you with 


any of mine, to proye the manifeſt Contra - 
diction in the Senſe of them: for if Death 


deftroys Thought, I cannot ſee how we ſhall 
be capable of taſting its Joys, its unimagin'd 


Pleaſures; Phongit being allow'd by every 
one to be the Scat of — or Miſery 3 


5 And 
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and in ceaſing to thin, we muſt likewiſe 
ceaſe to feel either .of them. The Scene, 


after the Entrance of Euneſia, is a plain Imi- 
tation of Shakeſpear's King Lear; and in- 
deed through moſt of Dinarchus's Part, he 
ſeems to have an eye to that Character: but 
of that anon. The Conduct is in this place, 


however, leſs blameable than in moſt of the 
> others, and continues ſo till the Scene chang- 
ing to the Palace of Timoleon, Timoph anes 


comes in the. dead of Night. with an intent 


of murdering him with his own hands, which, 


had been infinitely. more conformable. to the 
Policy of his Character to haye had per- 
form d by thoſe. of others. What. was be- 
come of thoſe Perſons, whoever; they were, 


that were to have Aaflinared, him before he; 


came to Corinth? or wherefore was not 


Pheron employ d for this purpoſe now; as 
well as he was in the laſt Act? It has alſo, 
little of probability, methinks, that Tino 
pbanes ſhou'd put ſo great a Stake to ha- 
ard, as attempting on bs a Life and 
failing in it, by coming ſingly to his own 
4 Houſe, where he muſt expect Servants wou d 
ruſh in to his Defence on the leaſt Noiſe 


ſhou'd be made: He might have detain d 
Pheron at leaſt, as a Second, who, we find,. 

attended him 'to the Door... "Bur 1 ſhou'd be 
glad to know why this Incident was intro- 
duced at all? Timophanes was indeed fond, 
of 1 Power, and had all the Princi- 


ples 


| 
| 
| 


(16) 


hs of Tytanny in his Nature; but 1 cart | 
find no part of Pier which mentions 
any Enterptize of this kind againſt his Bro- 
tker's Life. If to ſhew the natutal Aﬀec- 
tion, Temperanee, and Courage of one Bro- 
cher, the Author has taken this poetica 
Licence of making the other appeat worſe 


about his Deſig n, or not have given him, ſo 
inn as he does, the Epithet of Cun⸗ 
mie: But 1 5 he is of Mr. Bayss 

mind; who finks one Character to heighten 
the other. But to proceed; he thinks him - 
ſelf ſecure of accompliſhing his Purpoſe: He 
is ſure no body ſees or hears him; where 
then were the Attendants on Timoleon? 
gone to Bed No, certainly; ſome body 


muſt be up and awake : how got he Ad- 


miſſion Ale and whoever that Perſon. was, 


than he really was, he certainly ſhou'd have F 
found 'for him a more artful 'way of going 3 


methinks he was ſtrangely remiſs in his Du- 'R : 
ty not to acquaint his Lord what Viſicer he 


muſt prepare to receive. 
been a common Man, 
like ſome of "thoſe belonging to our mo- 
dern Noblemen, might have thought it not 
worth his while to go of that Errand; but 
as it was no leſs than a King, at leaſt one 
Wo had that Title, to whom the Gates were 
open'd; he ought to have had more man- 
ners than to ſuffer him to wait ſo long, eſ- 
| pecially at that Time of Misr, we by 
. ofts 


Had Timophanes 
the Porter indeed, 


(177) 
| Ghoſts and Goblins. Well, to rouze Tims: 
hanes to a Senſe of his Crimes; or rather 
to pleaſe the Galleries, (for I ſee no other 
great Rffect it has, the ;Ghoſt of his Father 
riſes, and ſpeaks in a manner agręeable ęnough 
to the Idea we conceive of fa ſuch, Monitors: 
© Bur. why LTimoleon, who enters the moment 

Ve the Spirit has given over his Remonſtrance, 
ſhou'd come in with his Sword drawn, or 
ſo ask what r was, I cannot readily 
15 comprehe! is evident he knew not His 
fs Brother was there, by the Surprize he is in 
en at. ſight o f him; and as for hearing a Noiſe, 

n. there Fi none but what the Ghoſt made in 
Tc ſpeaking, and we cannot ſuppoſe e ze" Sound 


re of his Voice reach'd any other ars than 

F thoſe of Timopbanes, any more than his Pre- 
J WO ſence was viſible to any other Eyes. He 
d- : muſt, therefore, have had ſome innate Warn- 

= 185 that there was Danger near him, which 

u- it be had communicated to the Audience, 

ne 9 it might haye help' d' to ſtrengthen the Aſ- 

es BF ſertion, that yirruous Men are never 'with- 

d, | Out the immediate Attendance 6f a good 

Angel, who by ſome ſecret Method, (un- 

ot Known to thoſe who are not ſo fortunate) 

ur IF give; them notice when any thing is atter 

1e * ted to their Prejudice. Be it fo, I thall 

re tend to diye no farther into this able | 
4 | Finn nf hr in haſte to come to the bog 


. ſervation of. hree Lines, * in my A g- 
5 8 3 ment 


* 


| * ee Tear. 


of his Father's Brightneſs, juſt to let us ſee 


chus, are all depending on this laſt Act; 


( 18 ) 5 4% 
ment are very beautiful. They are 1 poke by | 
Timol „ F. 

l 


& Thou look'ft a very Stains of Sutralae, | 
e 1 if a Lightning Blaſt Had d thee 
. @1f37 cc up, 

ce: And had not left that: Moitture for 2 


— 


15 
M 
1 
„ 7 

> I 


6 
Were 492 a few more lh Sentiments as 


theſe, ſo new, and ſo well expreſs'd, they i 
might have detain'd our Attention from re- 
Sarding the Abſurdities with which this Act 
is crouded; but this young Son of Phebus| 
diſcovers but now and then a haſty Gleam 


JJTFFFTTC e' ˙* » ˙—¹. . ²˙ ! . ] . Beds. ee Ko Þgd a> 


he is not altogether an Alien to the Family, 
. and then grows dull again like the mere Kin- 
drxed of the Earth. _ 

We begin now to feel hs Imparicnce| 
for the Cataſtrophe, no leſs than the de- 
throning T; imophanes ; the Reſcue of Ennis. E | 
who has been carried away by ee WW | 
the Fates of Cleone, Olinthus, and Dinar. 1 


and as yet no Preparations are made toward 
bringing any one of theſe Affairs about. 
Timolton, urg d by Ort hagoras, and AEſehy-| 
Alus, ſeems now determined to anſwer the 
Hope they had concciv'd in him: To heigthen | 
his Indignation againſt his Brother, they in- 
form him that Euneſia is carried to the Pa- 
lace of Timophanes © : on which he reſolves | 

to 


( 19.) : 
to go: thither, and in the mean time, orders 
«vi e/Eſchylus. to ſummon the yet remaining 
2 Th Lovers of their Country, and Orthagoras to 
prepare a Sacrifice; and this is the Buſineſs of 
ve, t , oe EEE. 3 
thee . Timophanes begins the Second: He tells us 

the Boy who durſt to brave him, has met his 
Or 2 Fate; but who that Boy is, we are entirely 


ignorant, till a great while after a Servant in- 


. = 


forms Timoleon, that Olpnthus is dead, by or- 


1 ” 


f 7 der of the King; by which we have room to 


ſuppoſe he is the Perſon meant in this Soli- 
loquy. Timoleon now enters in purſuance of 
Act his Reſolution to deliver Euneſia; but he has 
ſtill a good Opinion of his Brother, notwith- 
am ſtanding his late Attempt on his Life, to truſt 
ſee himſelf alone with him in a place where he 


uly was ſo much Maſter, as his own Palace. It 
in- ſeems alſo as if he were flatter'd with a be- 

lief that he ſhou'd be able to perſuade him 
1 a to reſign that Lady; for he cou'd not be vain 
de- enough to imagine his ſingle Strength cou d 


fea, force her from ſuch a Number of Guards, 
75 IF Courticrs, and Attendants, as we muſt ſup- 
poſe were ever near the Perſon of Timo- 
= 2/4anes, not to mention what a Lover, in- 
ard flam d as Lycander was, might not be ex- 
55 pected to do, to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of his 
JF Miſtreſs. Timophanes here diſcovers a little 


the more Policy than he did in the laſt Act; for 
en he now reſolves to make uſe of this Oppor- - 


3 tunity his Brother has ſo kindly given him 


© Timbhon, our Curioſity is gratify'd with 


. — 


( 20 „ 


: : 212810 122 n e . rn 8 NY 
= deſtroying him; and alfo to have it done 


by ſome of his Creatutes, on whom he might 


afterwards caſt the Odium of the Deed, arid 
clear himſelf of it to the People. This takes 


him off the Stage in a more natural manner 
than the Exits in this Play are genetally 


; contriv'd : the Shricks of a Woman, ſuppos d 


to be Eunęſia, are likewiſe 'a juft Call for 
Timoleon, as does the fight of à dead Body 
in the next Room, which he takes to be 


that Lady, give him a fine Occaſion of pro- 
ving himſelf the Herb, as well as the Lover: 
for tho” the Tenderneſs of his Paſſion ſeems 
to exact all his Attention to be collected on 
that ſad Object, on heating a ſecond Cry, he 


ſuſpends his Sorrows to fly to the Relief of 


7 


| whoever, he ſhall find in Diſtreſs. 


* Fg 5 * . o 


The third Scene diſcovers Lyrander and 


Euneſia. And now the Poct ſcents to have 
altogether forgot that nice Modeſty, which in 


the fourth Act wou'd not ſuffer Cleone to 


make the leaſt mention of the Violence ſhe I 
had ſuſtain'd ; we have here ſo long, and in- =x 
| deed. ſo fulſome à Prelude to the intended 


Rape, as fatigues, and makes ſick the Senſe 
of Hearing; and however agreeable the fight 


of Timoleon may have been throughout the 


Play, he is never ſo welcome as now when 


_ ar laſt he enters, and puts an end to it by 


the Death of Lycander. By a Servant of 


yur rg . who ſoon after comes in to 


66293 


Account of the Cataſtrophe of — 
and Cleone's Fates, and we are no longer i in 
pain to know whoſe that dead Body was, 
which had put Timoleon into ſo terrible a 
— by the prudent Advice of 


this Perſon, he bears Euneſia to a place of 
s$d more Security, little indeed being to be hoped 
for for either of them, While they n a 
dy there. 8 


be if The Conduct of this 20 of the Ad, 25 

well as in the Third, where Olintbus 7 
 eAſchylus enter breathing Revenge, and inr | 
full purſuit of Timophanes, who cannot be 


tis 

on gone ten Paces from them, puts me in 
he mind of Children playing at Hoop! ws Hide, 
of where they often ſee, and won't ſee, to pro- 


long the Diverſion: for Timaphanes, with, his 
Attendants, appear the very Moment T :mo- 
Leun and Eunefia go off; yet, tho it was of 
the utmoſt Confequence to the Intercſt of the 
Tyrant, that he ſhou'd ſecure this Lion in the 
1e BF Toil he had unwarily brought himſelf into, 
ſuch is his Stupidity, that he neither ces 
him, nor has taken any care to prevent his 
Departure; than which nothing cou d have 
been more caſy. 
Well, the Prey being eſcaped, Taka 
may rave at leiſure on the Diſappointment; 
Which he does, till Pheron revives the Hope 
of Revenge, by promiſing to aſſaſſinate Tims- 
leon at the Altar, Where he is 3 
ing to offer Sacrifice to Jupiter 
"PINS. © : 


( 22 = 
The laſt drawing of the Scenes, preſent * | 
us with a Temple, Orthagoras and other 
Prieſts celebrating Divine Rites, which, by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Muſick, appears Solemn 
enough: Pheron entring on his execrable 
Deſign, kneels down near Timoleon, where, 
being undiſguis d, and known, not only for 
a Creature of Timophanes, but for one of 
thoſe moſt ready to undertake any wicked 
Enterprize; tis ſtrange he was not taken 
notice of, and not ſuffer'd to mingle in their 
Devotions, had no other Reaſon oppos d it, 
than their Knowledge of his Crimes: where-, 
as there was ſufficient to make them imagine 
he came not thither to pray; yet is he left 
at liberty to proſecute his Deſign, which is 
prevented only by Dinarchus, who run- 
ning in at that critical Moment, arreſts the 
uplifted Dagger, and ſtrikes the Alaia 
dead. | 
What a pity it is that this Hero can never 
| be preſerv'd, without Improbabilities, ſuch as 
_ wou'd make one think him rather a fictiti- 
ous than a real Character; but though, as I 
have before obſerv'd, all the Deſigns intro- 
duc d by the Poet againſt his Life, are en- 
tirely fabulous, and have not the leaſt Foun- 
dation from Hiſtory ; yet had they been ſo 
conducted as to have ſeem'd real, poetical 
e Licence might have excuſed the Variation. 
i Can any thing more diſcompoſe our Atten- 
3 "tion, than that Jumble of Incidents which con- 


_ e 


83 


ſpire for the Detection and Death of — 
In the firſt place, Dinarchus is permitted by 
his Jay lor to quit the Prflon; a thing which 
few Men, however compaſſionate, eſpecially 
of his Station, and under the Reign of 4 

Tyrant, wou'd venture to grant to a State- 
Priſoner: in the next, what Motive induces 
him to make this Requeſt? Why, to ſee. his 
Daughter. How does he hope to ſee her? He 
- cannot ſuppoſe that Lycander, who has taken 
her away, ſuffers her to walk about at li- 


berty ; becauſe then ' tis likely ſhe wou d not 


remain long in his power: He therefore on- 
ly by leaving the Priſon runs the hazard of 
being hereafter more cloſely. confin d, ad 
expoſing the good-natured Jaylor to the Rage 
of Timophanes. Then, paſling by the Tem- 
ple, he ſees Pheron go in. Well, what 
cou'd he infer from that? Was the Pur- 
poſe of that Wretch wrote in his Forchead, 
that to prevent it, the tender Father ſhou'd 
forget the Calls of Nature, urging him to 
viſit his Daughter? But the Confuſion I was 
in for the Author at theſe Miſtakes, was in- 


finitely enhanc'd, when ſoon after I = 


Timophanes once more enter ſolus. 
true, he appears confident of Timoleon's Drakes 5 
but why he ſþou'd be ſo, I know not: had 


he ſo much reaſon to depend on the Sword 
of Pheron, as to be certain he might not 


fall beneath that hand, which had diſarmed 
himſelf! But were there even a poſſibility, 


which 


1 I ES) : 
1 vakink there's not, of anſwering «his Ob⸗ 
| Fectien, in the prefent Hurry and Diſcontent 
ruf the eople, he“ cbuld not think himſelf 
entirely ſafe, tho Timoleon had been dead; 
mund ät is therefore unnatural to believe he 
_ _ <would have run the hazard of paſling with- 
wut ſome Guard either of Friends or Soldiets. 
Aihave nothing more to ſay of this Scene, 
mhich concludes the Play with the Death 
of T7 imophanes, which, as ſoon as he appear- 
din the manner P have related, gat 17 0 
e N 


| Thus, Sir, 83 L gone through: -the whole 

| — Scene by Scene, to the end you may 

z more readily perceive whether my Obſerva- 

nas are juſt, or the contrary. As I pretend 

_ 2mort to Infallibility, I may, perhaps, have ſome- 

Etimes errd through Miſtute, but am certain 

have not done fo through Prejudice; not 
only becanſc I am entirely a Stranger both 
to the Perfon and Character of the Author, 
but likewiſe, becauſe, if 1 know myſelf, it 
is much more agrecable to my. Nature to ad, 

mire than di ſcommend. 

I do aſſure you, with that Sincerity- which 

is required of me, that the Prologue, and 


— 


lan 


38858892 8˙ = g. O gan 


Opening of the Play, had ſo ꝓrepoſſeſt me in Ei 
favour of the Author, that I could not believe, 85 


at ſeeing it acted, the Faults of the enſuing | 
Scenes were owing. to bim, but to the ar- D 
4 Wü * of the 3 of that 
85 Houſe 3 


( 5 53 
Houſe; ; who, 1 am told, mefely to ſhow . 
their Power, and for the lake of Cutting, as 
they term it, frequently cut out, not only 
the beſt Sentiments, bur alſo thoſe very Lines 
which are the Hinges of the Plot; and by that 
means deftroy at once the Beauties, the Con 


nexion, and Probability of the Deſign: but n 


reading it when printed, I found it too much 
the fame, and was compell'd to lay the blame 
ol him, to whom twas due the Poet. 

In the well conducting the Fable, conſiſts 
the chief Art of an Author; if there be any 
thing unnatural, forc'd, improbable or con- 
fliſed, it cannot pleaſe à judicidus Ear; the 
greateſt Diſtreſs, or the moſt elegant Diction is 
too poor an Attonement; for who can be: 
movd with what is either ' unihcelligible or 
incredible? The French are extremely exact 
in this Point; and tho ſome alledge, that by 
confining themſelves too ſtrictly to the Rules 
preſcrib d for the Stage, they deptive it of its 
chief Embelliſhments, there are ſome of Cara 
neille's and Racine's Tragedys, which maß 
convince us, that only injudicious Authors 
find it neceſſary to ſhow us a vaticty of Scenes, 
and introduce 4 great number of Characters 
fo keep us from being tired. Among out 


Engliſh Plays, I know of none acted with 
more general Applauſe, than the Comedy: of 
the Careleſs Husband, and the Tragedy of the 
Diftreſs Mother. In both theſe excellent 


Performances, there are few Characters, and 
| E the 


(26) 


the. Scenes ſeldom drawn; Mo is; there ng · 
thing wanting n either af them to affect tha 
Mind, according to their different Intents. 
Had the Author of Timoleun retrench d the 
number of his, Characters to half as many, 
and have done the ſame by his Incidents, 
tkoſe which, remain'd, wou d have appear d 
more agfecable, and that Hurry hgen avoided, 
Which diſtracts the Attention, agd..renders it 
uncapable to dwell, Jong. ducato 20Þ one 
thing to be affeched wich it. All, vr 0 
 eyex pretended to any Regulgtion of the Drama, 
have laid it down, 25.2 Maxim cvex to he main: 
tain d, That ase ee ſhay'd.be hrok 
an the Stage, Yhich docs got ſome; way 
other contribute towards the main les ; 
and if there be an Under-Plax (which, yet tis 
better to avoid). it muſt ſtilj be pending 
on, and aſſiſting tg the other. How little 
this has been obſerved by the, Author of 
Timolean, is too Feed proveq: So much 


tberefoxe for the Cond duct; let us now pro- 


agg oh, the Nie: 


14 


ceed ig Hale 2 
e | 
There is in. mol of it 3 great deal of Laſs 
and Nature, but chen it flows thro a Lame · 
nels of Expreſſion, if 1 may be allow d to 
call it ſo, Which by becoming tedious to the 
Ear, reaches not the Heart,, nor touches the 
Paſſions in us. This will appear, Wherever 
the Author may be properly faid to be tho 


Author; 3 that b, where he follows the Nice 
rates 


241 


£A ta Do LL and e 


. (4) 
tates of his own Genius; but where he has 
eopied from others, it muſt be different, ac- 
cording to the different Mariners of thoſe he 
borrows tom? To Shakeſpent, his Dinur- 


. ebus 4s indebted fot the mabing Part of his 
Diſtreſs: To Rowe, Timolbon owes his Tem- 


peranee and Fortitude; as to Addiſun his 
Patrioriſm. Tinopbines indeed word, bur 


cannot rob Bajager of his Piereeneſo, though 


he makes bold with a little -of his Haughti- 
neſs and Ctuelty. As for Olnhus and Clone 
they are doubtleſs the Children of his own 
Muſe, and the Language they ſpeak is taught 
them only by:their Mother but Euneſia ſeems 
a more travell'd Lady, and has her Conver- 
ſation larded with a vaſt Variety of the moſt 
agrecable Phraſes are to be found among the 
Grecian, Roman, or Turkiſh Heroines. This 
you may think Raillery ; but if, to ſave your- 
ſelf the trouble of examining ſo many Vo- 


lumes, you pleaſe only to look into my Friend 


Byſbe's Collection of ſublime and natural Sen- 
timents, you will preſently perceive the truth 
of what I ſay. : | 

I doubt not but you'll expect I ſhou'd take . 


the ſame freedom with the Epilogue, I have 


done with the Prologue and Play; but I muſt 
beg to be excus d, I am but a poor judge of 


Epilogues, according to the preſent Mode of 


writing em, and as our Author in this but 
follows the Faſhion, he is not to be con- 
demn'd. All I ſhall pretend to tell you con: 

— . cerning 


ee 
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cerning it, aca [that I imagine it Occaſtond 
ſome Diſpute between Mrs. Oldfield, and the 
| Vee: ſhe, I preſume, not approying it as at 
firſt wrote, oblig d him to make ſome altera- 


tions: on which, he has Printed both; the 


firſt, entitled, An Epilogue as it was written 
by the Author 3 the other, The Ep 


Hogue as it 
was ſpoken by Mrs. Qlaſield; tho indeed the 


Difference between them is ſo very little mate- 


rial, that I think Printing both only ſerv'd to 
deprive the B ookſeller of e Page oo 
SORIA Oh A 


u very vo Friend, 


Tour af gie, „ 
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(The third E dition with he Addition _ abs | 

Contents F divers late Statutes, relating 

to vexatious Arreſts ; | Attorneys and Sols 

| 2 3 1 0 'orgery and Perjury, es 
EN 6 | 


= + 
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w qui ibbles, or a {Treatiſe of the Eva? 
hy =: ricks, Turns and Quibbles, com- 


| —_— uſedin the Profeſſion of the Law, to the 
prejudice of Clients and others. Neceſſary i to 


be peruſed by all Attornys and others who are 


or may be concerned in Law-Suits, Trials, Gr. 
To avoid the many Abuſes, Delays and Ex 
pences, introduced into Practice. With an 


Eſſay on the Amendment of the Law. To 


which is added, the Manner of puniſhing 


Bailiffs for taking unjuſt Fees, &c. And alſo | 


à new propoſed Act of Parliament for a 
_ thorough Regulation of the Practice of the 
E. Trae 38. 64. 
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32 Netzes and Monde 8 b Dr; 
Laws and Statutes are 85 in the — 
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: The ſecond Edition of the A "Lb 
a Solicitor's Companion, or Compleat Af. 
-fidavit-Man ; containing the Laws, Statutes, 
end Order of our, Corti belaring e 
avis... And alſo Inſtructions for Drawing, | 
E Satt Vatiery of Affidavityin ath Cums and 5 
al Cauſcs. Price - oe W 
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NV. Proſodia Chirurgica ; being-a Lexicon, 
ealenlared for cherUſe,of ally * | 
Wenns whereia all the Art 
arc accounted; Peg yin beef — _ 
L ad Definition. of, ther from the 
beſt Greek .Authoxs-: :1 Together with their Pro- 
Nnunciation, as 40 Quantity, determin d by pro- 
per Marks over cach Sy Mahle. n Price 2-0: 07 
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